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The Community of St Mary the Virgin, (CSMV) Wantage, has a strong 
history of hospitality and we invite you to learn a little more about us.  

CSMV was founded in 1848 by William John Butler, the then 29 year 
old Vicar of Wantage.  Education and care have been at the core of 
CSMV’s mission, with a particular focus on the needs of women and 
girls.  Community projects for education and care were also initiated 
by the Sisters in India, South Africa and Botswana and relationships 
with those establishments are still strong today.

More recently, the Community has concentrated on engaging in 
spiritual direction, leading retreats and providing hospitality for visiting 
guests, but retains its support of education and women through local 
initiatives.

The newly refurbished Maribel Centre, opened in 2021, combines the 
tranquillity of the Convent with contemporary and functional design.  
The conference rooms of the Maribel Centre offer a practical and 
functional meeting space for groups of all sizes.  The large conference 
rooms can accommodate up to 70 delegates, with smaller rooms for 
breakout groups or smaller bookings.

We welcome enquiries from churches, diocesan bodies, education 
organisations, other charities and not-for-profit organisations who 
wish to use this space.
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Maribel Centre Facilities and Booking Information

CSMV are pleased to be able to share the facilities of the Maribel Centre with like-minded organisations and charitable groups looking for 
a place to meet.

With a contemporary and welcoming reception area, spacious meeting rooms and state of the art facilities, the Maribel Centre is designed 
to accommodate working groups looking for a place to connect. The rooms of the Maribel Centre comprise two large conference rooms, 
Nelson Mandela and Dalai Lama, and two further smaller breakout rooms Malala Yousafzai and Emmaus.

Rooms can be booked individually or the whole centre can be reserved for exclusive use. Flexible seating means tables can be set up as 
required in either a theatre style, board room, classroom, U-shaped or individual tables for group work.

Amenities include Wi-Fi access for delegates, hearing loop facilities, a mobile large screen for seamless presentations as well as catering 
services including lunch and refreshments. 

Pictured left to right: The Maribel Centre Reception Entrance; Dalai Lama Room; Malala Yousafzai Room



Maribel Centre Facilities and Booking Information

With flexible parking on site, we can accommodate up to 50 cars.  Through our Environmental Initiative work we encourage guests to car 
share and where possible use public transport.  There are detailed instructions of how to find us on the back page.

The Maribel Centre is open from 8.30am to 5.00pm.  Guest arrival is from 8.30am.  Please note the Maribel Centre is closed on weekends 
and Bank Holidays.

All our food is freshly prepared on site.  Morning and afternoon refreshments include tea, coffee and either freshly baked cookies or cake.  
Lunches are a buffet style with a selection of freshly made sandwiches, crisps and a fruit platter.  For groups of eight or more, a superior 
lunch option is available with the choice of quiche and salads or a ploughman’s buffet, please click here for a link to our menu.

All dietary requirements can be catered for, please make your needs known to Reception on booking.  Full day catering packages include 
morning and afternoon refreshments as well as a buffet lunch.

Please see the below price list for room hire and catering services.

Room Name Full Day 
9am-5pm

Half Day 
9am-12pm or 2pm-5pm

Nelson Mandela £100.00 £50.00

Dalai Lama £100.00 £50.00

Malala Yousafzai £50.00 £25.00

Emmaus £50.00 £25.00

Standard Full Day Catering Package £25.00 per person

Superior Full Day Catering Package £27.50 per person

https://csmv.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Maribel-Centre-Menus_All-Guests.pdf


To learn more about the Community of St Mary the Virgin please visit our website.

For all Maribel Centre enquiries please contact the Maribel Centre Reception on 01235 763141 or email on welcome@csmv.co.uk

Maribel Centre Facilities and Booking Information

Pictured clockwise from top left: Maribel Centre Reception; Nelson Mandela Room; St Mary’s Chapel; Emmaus Room: Malala Yousafzai Room.
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Find Us
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Situated in the Vale of the White Horse, Oxfordshire, the Convent 
of St Mary the Virgin is located on the edge of the Berkshire Downs 
within easy reach of Oxford, Swindon, Newbury and Reading.

Eight miles east of Wantage is Didcot with good rail links to Reading, 
Oxford, London and Cardiff.

There are good bus links to nearby towns. Stagecoach West provide 
the main service between Wantage and Oxford, with frequent buses.  
Thames Travel provide bus services between Wantage and Didcot via 
Harwell Campus and East Hanney.

By road, Wantage is accessed via the A338 from the North and South, 
the A417 to the East and West. The nearest motorways are the M4 to 
the South and the M40 to the North East.  For sat-nav use St Mary’s 
Convent, Denchworth Road, Wantage, Oxfordshire OX12 9AU.

For a map click here.
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